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HOSPES NON HOSPI
A GUEST NOT A STRANGER

It gives me great pleasure to introduce our brochure for 2022, our first for two years!
Like you, here at CICERONI Travel we have been through a difficult time over the last year
and more. When our tour programme came to a sudden halt in March 2020, given the
uncertainties surrounding travel we decided not to produce a brochure for 2021. Even so, we
have operated tours every month since June 2021 and it has been gratifying to welcome back
many of our friends from tours past, together with new clients who have found us via our recent
series of online webinar lectures. This 'vote of confidence' has persuaded us to resume our
series of annual brochures, albeit in somewhat slimmed-down form.
Within these pages you will find details of an exciting series of twenty-eight tours which will
operate during 2022. These include perennial favourites such as Connoisseurs’ Rome,
Ballymaloe and The Tweed Valley. Others have not featured for some time, above all Georgian
Dublin & The Irish Country House. We have new tours to places as far apart as Albania and
Charleston and Savannah in the southern United States. As before, these will be led by our team
of lecturers and tour managers who are noted specialists in their areas of expertise - Paula
Nuttall on the Renaissance, Gillian Hovell and Charles Freeman on the Ancient World and
John Osborne on Romania, while James Hill will continue to look after our groups in Italy, the
United States and elsewhere.
Finally, we plan to continue our series of webinar lectures across a broad spectrum from
archaeology and art history to music and horticulture. Outline details of our tour and webinar
programme can be found within these pages, while more information is available on our
website www.ciceroni.co.uk.
I very much hope that you will be able to join us in the coming months. Be comfident that we
will do everything possible to make the experience as trouble free as possible. You are assured
of a warm welcome from all of us here at 'Team CICERONI'.
All best wishes,

Aynho, December 2021
Raphael, The School of Athens, The Apostolic Palace, Vatican City
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2022 programme
Tours marked with * are full, and not printed herein
*

Patricians & Patronage: Florence & the Early Medici 23 – 28 February

*

Behind Closed Doors: Connoisseurs’ Rome 1 – 6 March

*

Camellias & Pilgrims: Spring in Galicia 17 – 23 March

6

Arabia Felix: Petra, Jerash & the Treasures of Jordan 5 – 14 April

6

Earth, Fire, Air & Water: Private Gardens of Eastern Sicily 21 – 25 April

7

Contrasting Cultures: Exploring Albania 2 – 9 May

7

The Harp & The Crown: Georgian Dublin & its Hinterland 8 – 13 May

8

Merchants, Popes & English Peers: Siena & Tuscan Gardens 11 – 16 May

10

Ballymaloe: Houses & Gardens of Cork 22 – 27 May

*

Princes, Painters & Sea Merchants: Genoa & the Italian Riviera 23 – 28 May

10

A Medieval World: Unspoilt Romania 5 – 15 June

11

Hidden Europe: Discovering Slovenia 6 – 12 June

10

Ballymaloe: Houses & Gardens of Cork 12 – 17 June

11

Celtic Blossoms: The Gardens of Ireland 28 June – 7 July

12

Operas, Villas, Gardens & Wine: Verona & the Valpolicella 4 – 9 July

14

A Scottish Surprise: Treasure Houses of the Tweed Valley 25 – 30 July

16

Opera in the Country: The Glyndebourne Festival 8 – 12 August

16

Medieval Knights to Monet: Visiting Normandy 18 – 24 August

17

Alpine Pastures: Trentino-Alto Adige 1 – 7 September

10

Ballymaloe: Houses & Gardens of Cork 4 – 9 September

17

Norman Might, Baroque Splendour: Puglia Across the Ages 11 – 18 September

18

Planters & Pioneers: Discovering Charleston & Savannah 29 September – 7 October

20

Explorers’ Rewards: Lisbon & Sintra 29 September – 3 October

20

An Invitation to the Veneto: Giotto, Veronese & Palladio 13 – 19 October

21

Behind Closed Doors: Connoisseurs’ Rome 1 – 6 November

21

Popes & Patricians: A Weekend in Renaissance Bologna 23 – 27 November

22

A Festive Weekend: Donizetti in Bergamo 17 – 21 November

22

The Luxury Arts: Connoisseurs’ Paris 27 November – 3 December

22

CICERONI Webinars

Dublin, Trinity College Library, The Long Room
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Arabia Felix: Petra, Jerash & the Treasures of Jordan
5 – 14 april 2022 I tom duncan

•

Encounter Jordan’s remarkable
history & its stunning historic
sites

•

Two full days spent exploring
Petra

•

Amman, Jerash & Biblical &
Early Christian sites on the
Dead Sea included

•

See Wadi Rum in all its
romantic glory

•

5* hotels will be used
throughout, with time to unwind
in an excellent spa resort on the
Dead Sea

10 Days, £3985, DSU £895

Earth, Fire, Air & Water: Gardens of Eastern Sicily
21 – 25 april 2022 I Rachel lamb
•

Discover Eastern Sicily’s private
gardens

•

Tour led by renowned local
gardener, Rachel Lamb

•

Four days of visits hosted by the
owners

•

Stunning botanical variety seen
at the best time of the year to
visit

•

Private lunches hosted in a
number of the gardens visited

•

Historic family-run 4* hotel
located in the heart of Taormina

5 Days, £2270, DSU £225
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Contrasting cultures: exploring albania
2 – 9 may 2022 I gillian hovell
•

Gently-paced exploration of rural &
coastal Albania

•

Spectacular mountain scenery &
countryside

•

Evocative archaeological sites at
Apollonia, Butrint & Durres

•

Discover traditional Ottoman houses
& historic mosques

•

Engaging museum collections in
Tirana & across Albania

•

Centrally located 4* hotels in Tirana
& Gjirokastër & a historic house
hotel in inland Berati

8 Days, £2395, DSU £160

The harp & the crown: Georgian Dublin
8 – 13 May 2022 I tom duncan
•

Comprehensive introduction to
Ireland’s history

•

Medieval & Georgian Dublin
explored

•

Wonderful Georgian houses to
include Russborough & Castletown

•

Day visit to Kilkenny, Ireland’s finest
medieval city

•

Spring gardens to include Jimi
Blake’s Hunting Brook & June
Blake’s Tinode

•

Visit based at historic Barberstown
Castle

6 Days, £2070, DSU £225
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Merchants, popes & English peers

SienA & Tuscan gardens

11 – 16 may 2022 I james hill & local guides

T

uscany is dominated by cities and towns
which contributed enormously to the
history of architecture, sculpture, painting
and landscape design. While Florence came to
prominence in the fifteenth century, the
preceding decades were dominated by its great
southern rival, Siena. Encircled by a
magnificent set of medieval walls, Siena
contains a remarkable array of buildings and
art collections to which you will be introduced.

medieval Italian cities. Whilst all this
patronage developed, it had to be paid for;
what generated the huge amounts of money
involved? Siena was an important commercial
centre in late medieval times. Banking was one
of its most profitable activities, together with
the sale of luxury goods and products. From
this mercantile elite, two families rose to
spectacular prominence, as members of both
were elected to serve as Pope.

Outside those walls, we shall also discover
some beautiful gardens scattered throughout
southern Tuscany. These range from the
renaissance and baroque periods to some of the
most interesting gardens created in Italy in
more recent times. Indeed, we shall enjoy
remarkable levels of private access and
hospitality, guided by some of the owners as
our days unfold in this heavenly landscape.

First of these papal dynasties, the Piccolomini
family produced two popes, the scholarly Pius
II (1458 – 1464) and Pius III (ruling for a few
months during 1503). The family left their
mark on both Siena and the surrounding
countryside. Of far greater significance was
the Chigi family, a dynasty of merchant
princes and papal advisors, eventually
producing one of the greatest of the
seventeenth century popes, Alexander VII
(1655 – 1667). More than any other Sienese
family, the Chigi have left an indelible
impression on this area, particularly a series of
fine country villas surrounded by wonderful
gardens, a heritage we shall discover
repeatedly.

Duccio di Buoninsegna, Simone Martini and
the Lorenzetti brothers are the names that mark
the high point of Sienese painting. Working in
both fresco and on panel, these artists stand in
direct contrast to those of Florence. Sienese
masters developed a style rooted in deep
spirituality, while their Florentine
contemporaries concentrated on a more
worldly approach, leading in time to the
innovations of the early Renaissance.
However, unlike the dispersal of so much
Florentine art, the majority of Siena’s most
important works of art are still in situ in the
buildings and churches for which they were
produced – a unique survival amongst
Price £2190

Without Flights £2045

We stay just outside the city walls at the 4*
Villa Scacciapensieri, a handsome nineteenth
century villa, set in its own park and gardens.
It has a good restaurant and a swimming pool
and sits about two-and-a-half kilometres
northeast of Siena. There are excellent local
transport connections into the city centre via
taxi and public bus.

Double Room for Sole Use £225 Deposit £300

Hotel 5 nights at 4* Villa Scacciapensieri Flights BA: Heathrow-Pisa-Heathrow Price Includes 2 dinners & 4
lunches with wine, water & coffee, all local transfers, entry fees & gratuities, services of tour director, James Hill
and on-site guides Not included Travel to/from Heathrow, 3 dinners & 2 lunches
Pinturicchio, Pope Pius II (as a young man), Siena, Piccolomini Library
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ballymaloe: houses & gardens of cork

22-27 may / 12-17 june / 4-9 september 2022 I tom duncan
•

Marvellous week spent
exploring Cos. Cork &
Waterford

•

Ballymaloe to be our “home
from home” for six days with its
remarkable food & country
house comforts

•

Wonderful selection of houses &
fine gardens

•

Unhurried itinerary, with time
to enjoy the magical scenery

•

Series of lectures on Irish
history

•

All dinners at Ballymaloe

6 Days, £2485, DSU £175

A Medieval World: Unspoilt Romania
5 – 15 june 2022 I john osborne
•

Visit an utterly unspoilt part of
Europe

•

Amazing painted wooden
churches are a testament to an
age of faith, lost to the west

•

Unique fortified ‘Saxon’
churches reflect military
struggles of Medieval times

•

Spectacular & varied scenery

•

A very warm welcome from
local communities

•

Comfortable hotels with decent
food & wine

11 Days, £3170, DSU £290
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Hidden Europe: Discovering Slovenia
6 – 12 June 2022 I james hill
•

Unique mixture of unspoilt alpine,
rural & coastal scenery

•

Discover the world of ‘Old
Habsburgia’ and the Balkans

•

Explore the art & architecture of
Ljubljana

•

Take a pletna across Lake Bled to
the Church of the Assumption

•

Captivating renaissance &
baroque churches & castles

•

Excellent Slovenian food & wine

•

Comfortable & well located 4*
hotel in the heart of the capital city

7 Days, £2835, DSU £495

Celtic blossoms: the gardens of ireland
28 june – 7 july 2022 I tom duncan
•

Discover Ireland’s remarkable
gardens and landscapes

•

Visits feature the world renowned
Garnish Island, Birr Castle
Demesne & Mount Stewart

•

Other gardens include Fota,
Powerscourt & Jimi & June
Blakes’ in Co Wicklow

•

Private visits with hosted lunches

•

Very comfortable 4 & 5* hotels:
Ballymaloe near Cork,
Barberstown Castle in Co Kildare
& The Culloden near Belfast

10 Days, £4270, DSU £375
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OPERAS, Villas, GARDENS & Wine

Verona & the Valpolicella
4 – 9 July 2022 I James Hill

C

Further delights await to the north of Verona,
in the Valpolicella. We shall visit one of the
most important producers of Amarone and
Valpolicella Classico at Villa Mosconi
Bertani, where we shall have a private lunch at
the fine eighteenth century villa, accompanied
by a selection of the estate’s wines.

an there be anything more exciting on a
warm July evening than to sit in the
great Roman Amphitheatre of Verona
as the orchestra prepares to launch into one of
Verdi’s marvellous operas? Equally
stimulating are the summer delights of the
country villas and gardens of the Valpolicella
wine region. These sit tantalisingly close to the
civic munificence of one of Northern Italy’s
most delightful cities, Verona.

Horticultural enthusiasts will enjoy our visit to
the seventeenth century Villa Arvedi garden,
as the guests of Contessa Allegri-Arvedi for
lunch within the splendid Baroque grotto of
the villa’s garden. After the busy life of the
city, Verona’s Giusti Garden comes as a
welcome green oasis. Finally, the formal
garden at Villa Rizzardi will come as an
unexpected treat.

Verona owes its origins to the Romans, for
whom it was an important stop on routes to the
north and west. Much remains to be seen from
this era such as the Amphitheatre (the venue
for the Opera Festival) and the layout of the
city’s urban plan. Today’s city is organised
round two major medieval squares, the Piazza
delle Erbe and the Piazza dei Signori, built on
top of their Roman predecessors. These
charming spaces, together with the
surrounding streets and alleys, have palaces
and monuments of outstanding beauty,
testifying to the wealth of its native
aristocracy.

The two featured operas will be
Verdi’s Nabucco on the fourth night and the
spectacular Aida on our final night. Both
operas are well suited to the Arena’s expansive
performance space.
We shall be based at the comfortable 4* Hotel
Villa Quaranta in the Valpolicella wine region,
in a rural setting just a few miles to the northwest of Verona. This seventeenth century
vineyard is now a hotel and spa owned by the
Tommasi family. The hotel has a good
restaurant and a large swimming pool and we
shall be perfectly placed amidst vine-draped
hillsides, villas and gardens, to take advantage
of easy access to Verona.

From Medieval times there are many churches,
including the city’s cathedral and particularly
San Zeno with its fine paintings, including
Mantegna’s San Zeno Altarpiece. For those
with a secular or romantic agenda, there is
also, of course, the supposed house of Juliet.
However, you may find the reality of today’s
tourist embrace somewhat challenging!

Price £2675

Without Flights £2520

Double Room for Sole Use £225

Deposit £575

Hotel 5 nights at Hotel Villa Quaranta Flights BA: Heathrow-Venice-Heathrow Price Includes 2 dinners & 3
lunches with water, wine & coffee, opera tickets for 2 performances in First Sector Gold seats, all local transfers,
entry fees & gratuities, services of James Hill Not included Travel to/from Heathrow, 3 dinners & 2 lunches
Verona, The Opera House
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A Scottish surprise

Treasure houses of the tweed valley
25 – 30 july 2022 I tom duncan

T

he River Tweed lies amidst spectacular
scenery that has seen remarkable events
in the shared history of Scotland and
England. Consequently, this ‘Border’ country
has long been fought over by the two
kingdoms. Its castles and houses bear
testimony not only to the tenacity of the great
local families but also to their wide use of
architectural styles. These mark the transition
from a period of intense strife to one of peace
and prosperity. Indeed, as most non-Scots
when travelling north tend to bypass this
marvellous part of the United Kingdom, its
architecture, art collections and wonderful
gardens are not that widely known.

of its extraordinary range and quality. We shall
have private access under ‘connoisseur’
viewing arrangements.

The architectural styles range from the truly
defensive castles of the Medieval period to the
first hesitant introduction of classical motifs in
the seventeenth century. After the Act of Union
under Queen Anne, the usual procession of
Palladian, Rococo and Neo-classical
vocabularies all found their way north. In the
nineteenth century, the influence of Sir Walter
Scott led to enthusiasm for a more ‘eclectic’
approach to using the past, culminating in the
Scots ‘Baronial’ style of the Victorian period.

Equally fascinating will be the wonderful
gardens and landscapes. Given that the seasons
are a few weeks behind those of central and
southern England, the dates should ensure a
delayed ‘flush’ of Scottish abundance. Of
these, the gardens at Kalzie, Monteviot and
Carolside should be particularly splendid in
late July.

Traquair Castle represents a different aspect of
the area’s varied history, reflected in its wide
range of historic contents. Paxton and
Mellerstain retain their remarkable collections
of furniture by Chippendale and paintings by
Alan Ramsay. Monteviot presents different
solutions to the problems of family life in
historic interiors. The great ‘unknown’ house
of the Borders, Marchmont, has just been
spectacularly restored and we shall have a
private visit, guided by the curator.

The tour will be an unrivalled introduction to
magnificent treasures, many of which are not
seen by the public. We shall be warmly
welcomed by the owners, some of whom will
host us with typical Scottish hospitality.

These houses were filled with remarkable
collections of paintings and works of art. In
truth, there is probably not in these islands
such a concentration of masterpieces in so
small an area as can be found in the Tweed
Valley, and almost all are still in private hands.
Of these collections, those held by the Duke of
Buccleuch & Queensbury stand apart in terms
Price £1890

We shall stay at the comfortable and quiet 4*
Dryburgh Abbey Hotel. The grounds sit next to
the spectacular ruins of medieval Dryburgh
Abbey, where both Sir Walter Scott and Field
Marshall Lord Haig are buried.

Double Room for Sole Use £120

Deposit £275

Hotel 5 nights with breakfast at the 4* Dryburgh Abbey Hotel Price Includes 3 dinners & 3 lunches with wine,
water & coffee, all local transfers (Days 2 – 5), entry fees & gratuities, the services of Tom Duncan
Not included Travel to/from Dryburgh, 2 dinners & 2 lunches
Melrose, Mellerstain House, The Library
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OPERA IN THE COUNTRY: THE GLYNDEBOURNE FESTIVAL
8 – 12 august 2022 I tom duncan

•

Enjoy Glyndebourne’s unique
Opera Festival

•

Operas will include
Handel’s Alcina, Puccini’s La
Bohème & Poulenc’s La voix
humaine & Les mamelles des
Tirésias in a double bill

•

Each opera introduced by expert
lecturer & noted recitalist, Peter
Hill

•

Seated restaurant dinner with
wine at Glyndebourne on each
opera evening

•

Historic hotel in lovely Sussex
countryside

5 Days, £2975, DSU £120

MEDIEVAL knIGHTs TO MONET: visiting normandy
18 – 24 august 2022 I tom duncan
•

Wonderful opportunity to explore
Medieval Normandy

•

See the historic abbeys of William
the Conqueror & Matilda at Caen

•

Discover the remarkable Bayeux
‘Tapestry’

•

Explore the world of the
Impressionists & visit Monet’s
Garden at Giverny

•

Gardens & Châteaux including
inspiring Jardin Plume,
Vesterival & Balleroy

•

Comfortable 5* hotel in central
Rouen

7 Days, £2495, DSU £395
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ALPINE PASTURES: TRENTINO-ALTO ADIGE
1 – 7 september 2022 I james hill
•

Visit an ‘undiscovered’ part of
northern Italy with stunning alpine
& valley scenery

•

Trace the links between Italy &
Habsburg Austria over the
centuries

•

Discover Trento & Bolzano, two
very handsome Italian towns

•

Gothic, renaissance & baroque art
& architecture in abundance

•

Wonderful food & wine

•

Two comfortable 4* hotels, both
with swimming pools

•

The perfect late summer break

7 Days, £2670, DSU £295

NORMAN MIGHT, BAROQUE SPLENDOUR: PUGLIA
11 – 18 september 2022 I Charles freeman
•

Leisurely exploration of Puglia,
unspoilt & undiscovered

•

Maritime links with Greeks,
Romans & Ottomans in evidence

•

Wonderful Norman Cathedrals &
Castles at Trani & elsewhere

•

Day spent in the atmospheric town
of Matera in Basilicata

•

Explore Lecce, a jewel of southern
Italian Baroque

•

Excellent food & wine

•

Comfortable 5* hotels at Martina
Franca & in the historic centre of
Lecce

8 Days, £2775, DSU £335
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Planters & pioneers

Discovering Charleston & Savannah
28 september – 6 OCTOBER 2022 I Susan McLeod-Epstein & James Hill

T

the important Palladian-style Drayton Hall, a
rare survivor of the destruction wrought by the
Revolutionary and Civil Wars, the latter of
which began in Charleston Harbour.

he South Carolina Colony was founded
in 1663, following on from the
settlement of the northern Atlanticfacing colonies in the preceding decades by
English settlers. Joined by migrants from the
‘English’ Caribbean they saw in this ‘Low
Country’ an opportunity to replicate the West
Indian plantation model.

Barrier islands line the rugged Atlantic
coastline as we travel south to Savannah in
nearby Georgia. Canopies of moss-draped oak
trees are as much a feature of Savannah as the
elegant squares that grace the grid-planned
historic centre. Lovely historic town houses
reflect the city’s wealth from its foundation in
the early eighteenth century. In the warm early
autumn tropical climate, our visit will be an
opportunity to discover two of America’s most
handsome smaller cities, veritable American
‘Southern Belles’, while their art collections
and gardens will add visual splendour to a
remarkable itinerary.

Colonists arrived at the mouth of the Ashley
River and founded their ‘Charles Town’ in
honour of Charles II. In the following century
rich and powerful planters exploited enslaved
Africans, producing rice, cotton and indigo the plant which produced blue dye for the
textile industry - for export. In the 1730s
Carolina and Great Britain strengthened their
grip by founding the last American colony,
Georgia, named after George II, taking over
land south and west of the Savannah River.
Like Charleston, the Savannah settlement was
close to the Atlantic coast, while both colonies
acted as a strategic check on competing
Spanish settlements to the south and threats
from Native Americans.

We stay in the historic centres of Charleston
and Savannah. The historic 4* Hotel Francis
Marion has a bar, restaurants and a spa and is
located at the edge of South of Broad district.
In Savannah we stay at the restored 4*
Mansion on Forsyth, overlooking Forsyth
Park, formerly a nineteenth century neoRomanesque mansion. Joining James Hill will
be Susan McLeod-Epstein who will lead our
visit in Charleston. Susan works for The
Preservation Society of Charleston and is an
experienced guide. We shall also be guided by
other local guides and private owners while
James will act as tour manager throughout.

Today, Charleston is quietly elegant, its town
houses and mansions built in an array of Neoclassical and ‘Revivalist’ architectural styles,
dating from the Colonial and pre and postCivil War periods. We shall visit several
private houses illustrating the historic wealth
of the town’s elite society. Our visit includes
two of the city’s nearby plantations, above all

Price £4475

Without Flights £3695

Double Room for Sole Use £595

Deposit £795

Hotels 4 nights in Charleston, South Carolina & 3 nights in Savannah, Georgia Flights American Airlines:
Heathrow-Charlotte Douglas-Heathrow Price Includes 3 dinners & 3 lunches with water, wine & coffee,
all local transfers, entry fees & gratuities Not included Travel to/from Heathrow, 3 dinners & 4 lunches
South Carolina, Charleston, Downtown
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EXPLORERS’ REWARDS: Lisbon & sintra

29 september – 3 october 2022 I tom duncan
•

Visit Lisbon, a city of remarkable
beauty with a breath-taking
setting on the River Tagus

•

See all the major historic
monuments in the city & its
hinterland

•

Several private visits

•

Museums full of treasures, such as
the Gulbenkian Collection & the
National Museum

•

The country palaces & villas at
Sintra & Queluz are included

•

Central hotel & excellent food in
local restaurants

5 Days, £2335, DSU £150

AN INVITATION TO THE VENETO: VERONESE & PALLADIO
13 – 19 OCTOBER 2022 I TOM DUNCAN
•

Marvellous opportunity to
explore the Veneto & its many
famous villas

•

Visit important villas by Palladio
& Scamozzi - Godi, La Rotunda,
Rocca Pisani

•

Several private visits to villas in
some of which we shall be
entertained to lunch & dinner

•

Includes Giotto’s Arena Chapel &
Veronese’s Villa Maser frescoes,
plus Donatello’s Padua sculptures

•

Hotel situated in lovely
countryside near Vicenza with
wonderful views

7 Days, £2795, DSU £270
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BEHIND CLOSED DOORS: CONNOISSEURS’ ROME
1 – 6 november 2022 I TOM DUNCAN
•

Discover Rome’s transformation from
medieval town into a Papal city of true
magnificence

•

Exceptional level of private access to
spectacular palaces, villas &
collections

•

Rare opportunity to visit the Sistine
Chapel, privately, at night

•

Explore the unprecedented riches of
Villa Borghese with its six Caravaggio
paintings & the finest collection of
Bernini’s sculptures

•

Visit based in the very comfortable 3*
Superior Albergo del Senato located
just by the Pantheon

6 Days, £2785, DSU £349

POPES & PATRICIANS: RENAISSANCE BOLOGNA
23 – 27 NOVEMBER 2022 I PAULA NUTTALL
•

Bologna is one of the great ‘art cities’
of Italy

•

Discover the tumultuous history of the
Papal States’ most troublesome city &
its leading family, the Bentivoglio

•

Fine medieval & renaissance
architecture in mellow brick

•

Wonderful paintings from the Carracci
family & their followers

•

Visit to the beautiful medieval &
renaissance city of Ferrara

•

Centrally located comfortable hotel
with very good food & wine

5 Days, £1975, DSU £30
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Forthcoming tours
A festive weekend: Donizetti in bergamo
17 – 21 november 2022 I tom Duncan

Bergamo is a most delightful place and hosts an annual celebration of Gaetano Donizetti, one of
Italy's most engaging (and prolific!) composers. This new tour will combine a weekend of his
operas with the other delights of this handsome city, full of wonderful churches and palaces
from the medieval to later periods. It is also home to one of the country's finest, smaller, art
galleries, the Accademia Carrara - a treasure trove. Details of this tour should be confirmed in
June, 2022.

The luxury arts: CONNOISSEURS’ PARIS
27 NOVEMBER – 3 DECEMBER 2022 I TOM DUNCAN
Paris is often said to be Europe's most sophisticated city - at least where art, fashion and the
‘good things’ of life are concerned. We are delighted to add it to our ‘Connoisseur’ series of
tours as we explore some of the city's hidden treasures, from smaller museums and galleries to
a series of grand, historic mansions. The Louvre will be included, but not at a tourist gallop, as
we shall look closely at a sumptuous selection of works of art from the Ancien Régime,
supported by a private visit to Versailles when closed to the public. Details of this tour should
be confirmed in April, 2022.

Ciceroni WEBINARS
Introduced last year as the COVID ‘lockdown’ took hold of our lives, we initiated a series of
lectures via webinar presentations. Hosted by our cast of highly regarded lecturers, these
weekly presentations were a huge success. Indeed, one of the most popular aspects of the
lectures was that they could (indeed, still can) be viewed repeatedly and most are still available
via our website at www.ciceroni.co.uk/news/lecture. Unlike many other lecture sources, we do
not use Zoom, but a more sophisticated platform which allows you to enjoy delayed and/or
repeat viewings and does not require you to download any software.
Past examples include Sally Dormer’s series on Thomas Becket, Paula Nuttall on Flemish
Painting in the Fifteenth Century and Tom Duncan’s epic eight part series on Irish History.
We shall continue the series into 2022 and early webinars will include Peter Hill exploring
Mozart's Vienna Years, Gillian Hovell on The Winter Solstice and James Hill on the great
American painter, John Singer Sargeant, while Tom Duncan will present an extended series on
The Early Habsburgs as Art Patrons. Other titles will be added in the coming months.
Bernini, Pluto Abducts Proserpina, Rome, Galleria Borghese
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2 The Square, Aynho,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX17 3BL
Telephone +44 (0) 1869 811167
info@ciceroni.co.uk
www.ciceroni.co.uk
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