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Reading List 
 

 

If you want to follow up this talk by finding out even more about the wonders of ancient Temples 

and beliefs, I can recommend the following books (but please note I have no vested interest in 

Oxford companions; they just happen to be the best of the selection at the moment. 
 
 

Vitruvius de architectura 

Vitruvius, the Roman architect, wrote his book on architecture in the reign of Emperor Augustus.  

It was a classic for the Renaissance and shaped much of Renaissance architecture. 

He wrote ten books (scrolls/volumes) and books 3 & 4 were about temple architecture.  You can 

read translations of them using the Loeb editions (Latin on one page and English translation on 

the facing page) and Volume I contains books 1 to 5.  This translation is one of the least ‘heavy 

going’ around. 

Amazon link here for ease of identification of book (other bookshops available!) 

  

The Oxford Handbook of Greek and Roman Art & Architecture 

Not a light read but helpful.   

Clemente Marconi   Oxford Handbooks.  

Amazon link here 

 

Classical Mythology 

The ultimate book on Classical myths and gods for a deep study of the topics.  Hefty and detailed 

but readable reference book.   

Mark P.O. Morford, Robert J. Lenardon, Michael Sham.   OUP. 

Amazon link here  

 

The Oxford Companion to Classical Literature 

Use this must have reference book to look up alphabetically any reference to gods, myths … in Greek and 

Roman religion (and many other topics).  Read brief outlines of the gods and longer entries on ‘Religion’ 

and ‘Mythology’ etc.    ed. M.C.Howartson  OUP, many editions.   

Amazon link here.     Secondhand perfectly good (1980s editions Sir Paul Harvey especially)   

 

The Oxford Classical Dictionary 

This is the big brother of the Companion to Classical Literature.  It contains that book and more.  It is 

massive in its reach. It’s all you’ll need as a starting point for any reference to the Classical World. Not 

cheap though.  Available as a CD too (though I’ve not tried that). 

Amazon link here:   ed. Simon Hornblower & Antony Spawforth. 
 

Also, look out for: 

A Mediterranean Tour: Not just a Load of Old Stones 

Gillian Hovell  (publication likely 2022/23) 

A lively guide to visiting and understanding the archaeology of the ancient civilisations of the Mediterranean.  

A perfect companion to your tour, cruise or armchair travelling as we discover the who, what, where and 

when of the ancient world, combined with insights into the sites, and how to make the most from visiting the 

sites, including architecture. 
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