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Reading List 
 

 

If you want to follow up this talk by finding out even more about the astonishing story of Nero’s reign,  

I can recommend the following books as a starting point: 
 
 

British Museum’s Nero: the Man behind the Myth 

Thorsten Opper  (British Museum Press, Due out August 2021) 

The official book on the exhibition. They are always excellent. Bizarrely, not available yet’ due in August 2021. 

Amazon Link here (other suppliers are available but this link may help you in identification of the book) 
 

Nero: Emperor and Court 

John F.Drinkwater  (Cambridge University Press, April 2021) 

Some of the latest ideas on Nero put forward by an authoritative writer. 

Amazon link here 
 

The Twelve Caesars, Suetonius 

Robert Graves (Penguin, 2007) 

The Penguin Classics edition of Robert Graves’ translation of Suetonius’ great Lives of the Caesars. 

Amazon link here 
 

The Lives of the Caesars, Loeb edition with Latin and English translation on facing page 

VOLUME II (Not Volume I)  Suetonius (Loeb 1997) 

Amazon link here 
 

The Annals of Imperial Rome 

Michael Grant (Penguin Classics, 2003) 

A translation into English of Tacitus’ Latin histories of the Julio-Claudian emperors. 

Amazon link here 
 

The Emperor Nero: A Guide to the Ancient Sources 

Anthony A. Barrett (Ed), Elaine Fantham (Ed.), John C. Yardley (Ed)  (Princeton University Press, 2016) 

A fascinating compilation of sources, provided with sound scholarship. 

Amazon link here 
 

Dynasty: The Rise and Fall of the House of Caesar 

Tom Holland (Abacus, 2016)   

The story of the Julio-Claudians in Tom Holland’s excellent style. 

Amazon link here 
 

The Oxford Classical Dictionary 

ed.  Simon Hornblower  (OUP  2012)   

A ‘must-have’ reference book that enables you to look up virtually anyone and anything, writers and emperors 

included, from the Greek and Roman world.  An excellent ‘starting point’ for any topic or theme of the ancient word. 

Amazon link here 
 

 

Do note that any books written on Nero more than a few years ago may still have a very negative slant on ‘the 

monster’ that was Nero.   
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